
Undergraduate Degree Program
Program - SIPA Geography SLO (BA)

Mission Statement
The mission of the department is to graduate well-trained professionals in the field of Geography by providing a quality

education in the field. Students will gain theoretical and applied skills that a wide range of employers find attractive.
Global and Sociocultural Studies

Outcomes
FIU graduates should be able to achieve the following:

Content Knowledge and Skills (including Technology) Direct Measures
Content Knowledge

Graduates will be able to address topics within the field of
geography that demonstrate insight to the subject through the
presentation of relevant data.

Procedure:

Assessment Instrument: Rubric
Assessment Method: All  Geography majors are required to
complete the following courses:

- Research Methods (SYA 3300)
- Social Theories (SYA 4011)

Each of these courses requires a variety of assignments which
represent students’ overall knowledge and skills acquisition in
the degree program. An introductory and explanatory letter will
be sent to each instructor at the beginning of the semester. The
measurement tool (a rubric) will be provided to them and they
will self-select assignments with the best fit toward measuring
content knowledge. Success is measured according to a Likert-
type scaled rubric (where 1 = little to no demonstration of skill
and 4 = high demonstration of skill) on sampled assignments.
Course Assessed: SYA 3300, SYA 4011
Sampling: A sample of 4 assignments (including assignments
from students who may be non-majors) from each course
section related to the degree in Geography will be reviewed by
the Undergraduate Programs Committee and scored utilizing
the rubric.
Minimum Criteria for Success: Success is measured as 3 or
higher.

Critical Thinking Direct Measures
Critical Thinking

Graduates will be able to create and substantiate arguments
with sound linkages to sociological literature and theories.

Procedure:

Assessment Instrument: Rubric
Assessment Method: All  Geography majors are required to
complete the following courses:

- Research Methods (SYA 3300)
- Social Theories (SYA 4011).

Each of these courses requires a variety of assignments which
represent students’ overall knowledge and skills acquisition in
the degree program.

An introductory and explanatory letter will be sent to each
instructor at the beginning of the semester. The measurement
tool (a holistic rubric) will be provided to them and they will



self-select assignments with the best fit toward measuring
critical thinking.
Course Assessed: SYA 3300, SYA 4011
Sampling: A sample of 4 assignments (including assignments
from students who may be non-majors) from each course
section related to the degree in Geography will be reviewed by
the Undergraduate Programs Committee and scored utilizing
the rubric.
Minimum Criteria for Success: Success is measured as a 3 or
higher rating.

Communication (Oral or Written) Direct Measures
Communication skills - Oral

Graduates will be able to articulate clear arguments and sound
conclusions in oral discussions.

Procedure:

Assessment Instrument: Rubric
Assessment Method: All  Geography majors are required to
complete the following courses:

- Research Methods (SYA 3300)
- Social Theories (SYA 4011).

Each of these courses requires a variety of assignments which
represent students’ overall knowledge and skills acquisition in
the degree program. An introductory and explanatory letter will
be sent to each instructor at the beginning of the semester. The
measurement tool (a holistic rubric) will be provided to them
and they will self-select assignments with the best fit toward
measuring oral communications.
Course Assessed: SYA 3300, SYA 4011
Sampling: A sample of 4 assignments (including assignments
from students who may be non-majors) from each course
section related to the degree in Geography will be reviewed by
the Undergraduate Programs Committee and scored utilizing
the rubric.
Minimum Criteria for Success: Success is measured as 3 or
higher rating.

Communication Skills - Written

Graduates will be able to write using an appropriate introduction
conclusion, and mechanics.

Procedure:

Assessment Instrument: Rubric
Assessment Method: All  Geography majors are required to
complete the following courses:

- Research Methods (SYA 3300)
- Social Theories (SYA 4011).

Each of these courses requires a variety of assignments which
represent students’ overall knowledge and skills acquisition in
the degree program. An introductory and explanatory letter will
be sent to each instructor at the beginning of the semester. The
measurement tool (a holistic rubric) will be provided to them
and they will self-select assignments (research paper) with the
best fit toward measuring written communications.
Course Assessed: SYA 3300, SYA 4011
Sampling: A sample of 4 assignments (including assignments
from students who may be non-majors) from each course
section related to the degree in Geography will be reviewed by
the Undergraduate Programs Committee and scored utilizing
the rubric.
Minimum Criteria for Success: Success is measured as 3 or
higher rating.
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