
Undergraduate Degree Program
Program - SIPA Global Languages, Cultures and Literatures SLO (BA)

Mission Statement
To prepare students to become fluent in different world languages, cultures, and literatures. Graduates of the program will
have multilingual competencies that will help them become engaged global citizens, capable of navigating the multilingual
environments not only of South Florida, but also other communities around the world. Graduates will also be sensitive to
cultural differences and better equipped at approaching issues and contributing knowledge from multiple perspectives.

Modern Languages

Outcomes
FIU graduates should be able to achieve the following:

Content Knowledge and Skills (including Technology) Direct Measures
Content /Discipline Knowledge

Graduates will be able to utilize their knowledge of cultural
works and essential elements of linguistic, cultural, political, or
social relations between the countries in which the target
language(s) is (are) spoken to identify appropriate sources,
develop a well-supported thesis statement and illustrate specific
details, examples, and reasons relevant to the thesis.

Procedure:

Assessment Instrument: Rubric
Assessment Method: A two-member faculty panel will assess a
research paper required from literature or culture courses. The
rubric, which describes 2 indicators of subject content
knowledge (Research and Content and Development), will be
used to assess the research paper (5-point rating scale; 10
points maximum). A mean score for each student will be
obtained from the faculty ratings.
Course Assessed:
Sampling: A selection of 10 graduating students' papers, or
10%, whichever is greater, will be assessed in advanced Spanish
courses each year.
Minimum Criteria for Success: Students will attain a minimum
score of 7 on subject content knowledge.

Critical Thinking Direct Measures
Critical Thinking

Graduates will be able to analyze relevant evidence to identify
conclusions, implications, and consequences.

Procedure:

Assessment Instrument: Rubric
Assessment Method: A two-member faculty panel will assess a
research paper required from an advanced literature or culture
course. The rubric, which describes 2 indicators of critical
thinking (Constructs and Interprets, and Comprehension and
Analysis), will be used to assess the research paper (5-point
rating scale; 10 points maximum). A mean score for each
student will be obtained from the faculty ratings.
Course Assessed:
Sampling: A selection of 10 graduating students' papers, or
10%, whichever is greater, will be assessed in advanced Spanish
courses each year.
Minimum Criteria for Success: Students will attain an overall
minimum score of 7 on critical thinking.

Communication (Oral or Written) Direct Measures
Written Communication

Students will be able to effectively communicate ideas in writing
by documenting sources correctly, demonstrating a command of
the written language through adequate control of language
conventions, showing appropriate style, as well as explaining
content and developing ideas in an organized and cohesive

Procedure:

Assessment Instrument: Rubric
Assessment Method: A two-member faculty panel will assess a
research paper required from an advanced literature or culture
course. The rubric, which describes 5 indicators of written
communication skills (Documenting Sources Correctly,



manner. Language and Style, Language Conventions, Focus and Unity,
and Development and Organization), will be used to assess the
research paper (5-point rating scale; 25 points maximum). A
mean score for each student will be obtained from the faculty
ratings.
Course Assessed:
Sampling: A selection of 10 graduating students' papers, or
10%, whichever is greater, will be assessed in advanced Spanish
courses each year.
Minimum Criteria for Success: Students will attain an overall
minimum score of 18 on Written Communication.

Oral Proficiency

Students will be able to conduct oral presentations
demonstrating appropriate subject knowledge of spoken
language(s), including vocabulary use, pronunciation, diction;
organization of ideas; and adequate connection to their
audience.

Procedure:

Assessment Instrument: Rubric
Assessment Method: A two-member faculty panel will assess
the oral presentation required in an advanced literature or
culture course. The rubric, which describes 3 indicators
(Organization, Connection to Audience and Delivery, and
Language Skills) will be used to assess the oral presentation (5-
point rating scale; 15 points maximum). A mean score for each
student will be obtained from the faculty ratings.
Course Assessed:
Sampling: A selection of 10 graduating students' papers, or
10%, whichever is greater, will be assessed in advanced Spanish
courses each year.
Minimum Criteria for Success: Students will attain an minimum
of 12 points on the oral communication rubric.
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